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INTERVENTIONS FOR READING COMPREHENSION 
PEER TUTORING IN SIGHT WORDS

Appropriate Grade Level: 1st to 5th Grade 
Purpose: Improve Sight Word Vocabulary and consequently, Reading Comprehension

Description: 
This intervention provides training for both tutors and tutees in the increase of sight word
vocabulary. It takes approximately 30 minutes, including tutor training, tutor-tutee practice
and testing, and graphing test results.

Materials:

1. Tutor Folders: one for each tutor-tutee pair. The folders have 3 paper pockets: a) the
"GO" pocket contains 10 cards at a time, b) the "STOP" pocket receives the cards
when the tutee has met the criterion, and c) the "STAR CARD" pocket contains the
names of the pair and a grid with space for up to 10 stickers/stamps. It also has: a) a
bar graph on the left hand side of the folder and b) a picture of a "smiley face" and a
large "X" on the back of the folder.

2. Word Cards for each session: one set per pair. Cards can be individualized based on
the students' individual needs.

3. Stickers
4. Timer/Watch

Procedure/Steps:

1. Divide the students into tutors and tutees. Half of the tutors will be students of high
reading level. Pair the highest performing tutor with the highest performing tutee,
the next highest performing tutor with the second highest performing tutee, and so
on.

2. Divide the tutors into groups of 3-4 students and call them "Tutor Huddles".
3. Conduct a 30-minute classwide orientation session about the procedures described

below. Follow-up with two 30-minute sessions for each Tutor Huddle and then
conduct reviews periodically as needed.

4. Give a signal so that each tutor gets his of her tutee's folder from a designated area
in the classroom. Have the tutees do seatwork.

5. Each tutor in each Tutor Huddle reads orally the words and the other members give
him/her feedback. This Tutor Huddle session lasts 5 minutes.

6. If the tutor identifies the word correctly, the other members say "yes". If the tutor is
incorrect, they try to say the correct word. If they can't, they ask for the teacher' s
help.

7. After 5 minutes, signal the end of the Tutor Huddle and the beginning of the peer
tutoring.

8. Each pair practices the GO pocket words. The tutors present the cards as many times
as possible for 5 minutes. If the tutee makes an error for the first time, the tutor
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should say, "Try again". If the tutee makes an error again, the tutor provides the
correct word (e.g., "Say 'cat' ").

9. Signal the end of the practice period and the beginning of the test period. Tutors
present again the GO words but only once and they give no feedback. If the tutee
says the word correctly, the tutor places it on the "smiley face". If the tutee makes an
error, the tutor places the card on the "X".

10. Have the tutors mark the back of the card with a smile or with an X depending on
the tutee's answer.

11. When the tutee identifies the word correctly on three testing sessions, the tutor
moves it to the STOP pocket and colors a square on the bar graph with a different
color for each session. Have them draw a line on the graph if no cards were moved.

12. Have tutors return the folders to their proper place.

Evaluation of Effectiveness:

1. Compare the students' scores on the same test of 30-100 words before and after
implementation of this intervention.

2. Compare the students' scores on daily or weekly drills before and after
implementation.

Source: 
Rathvon, N. (1999). Effective School Interventions. New York: Guilford Press.


